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Context and rationale
Bioenergy, used mainly in the form of charcoal, firewood, agricultural residues and manure, constitutes the main energy used in many African Union Member States and represents the majority of household energy consumption and a significant share of total final energy consumption.
Bioenergy is the largest source of energy used in Africa, accounting for up to 50% of total energy consumption in Africa 85% of energy consumed in African household, and in some African Countries bioenergy accounting for up 90% of the primary energy (AFREC Database) representing an essential energy option for a wide range of applications, and is an important source of energy in Africa. However, it is characterized by low returns along the value chain considering the current inefficient exploitation means and tools used. Furthermore, this sector dominated by the informal sector makes data collection difficult and therefore does not allow the implementation of coherent and sustainable policies.
It is therefore necessary for the African Energy Information System to have quality and up-to-date statistics on bioenergy. To this end, AFREC organizes capacity building programs for African Union Member States for the production of quality and updated statistics on bioenergy.
According to AFREC Energy Statistics Database, the whole continent consumed 300.74 million tons of oil equivalent (Mtoe) of biomass and 282.34 Mtoe of conventional energy in 2021. Despite the fact that bioenergy is the most used type of energy in Africa, many African Union Member States encounter difficulties in producing quality and updating indicators on bioenergy in Africa. Due to the very high cost of bioenergy surveys, very few African Union member states carry out specific household surveys on bioenergy. Current sources for producing bioenergy statistics are household surveys and administrative data sources. And it is also clear that in most Member States of the African Union, activities relating to bioenergy take place in the informal sector. Given the informal nature of bioenergy activities, it is very difficult to produce quality and up-to-date statistics on bioenergy.
In its activity program for the year 2024, AFREC aims to continue the programs to strengthen the capacity African Union Member States for the production of quality and updated statistics on bioenergy, and also the development of documents Methodology on Bioenergy Statistics in Africa.
Objectives
The objectives of the Webinar are:
· Exchange with African Union Member States on the main indicators for measuring Bioenergy in Africa;
· Discuss the problems encountered by African Union Member States in the production of indicators on bioenergy;
· Discuss the carrying out of biomass surveys in the African Union Member States;   
· Exchange on the production of the first “Africa Bioenergy Statistics” Report; 
· Discuss with the African Union Member States for the development of an African Methodology on bioenergy Statistics;
· Present the main results of Bioenergy Survey in Mozambique. 

Expected results
The expected results are:
· The main indicators for measuring bioenergy are known;
· The problems that African Union Member States encounter in the production of bioenergy indicators are identified;
· A roadmap is adopted for the development of a project document on biomass surveys at the level of African Union Member States;
· Roadmap for the development of the first “Africa Bioenergy Statistics” report;
· Roadmap for the development of an African methodology on bioenergy;
· Main results of Bioenergy Survey in Mozambique are presented. 
Participants
Participants are key energy sector stakeholders from African states, national and international focal points and institutions, but the webinar will be open to the public.
PANELLISTS
Panellists will come from the following Member States and institutions:
· Ethiopia (15 minutes)
· Democratic Republic of Congo (15 minutes)
· Nigeria (15 minutes)
· Togo (15 minutes)
· Mauritius (15 minutes)
· Mozambique (20 minutes)
· ECOWAS (10 minutes)
· African Energy Commission (10 minutes)
· African Development Bank (10 minutes)
WEBINAR DATE
The webinar will take place on Thursday, February 22, 2024, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Algiers time).
ZOOM LINK

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYqce2uqzoqHNDQKcGxiSNT296dWAL9n-vm
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